Substituted 3/12/13


Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg:
RESOLUTION 2017-298
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AND URGING THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR RICK SCOTT TO OPPOSE  HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 7105 AND SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 1774 PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 6 OF ARTICLE VII AND CREATION OF A NEW SECTION XII OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION TO INCREASE THE ASSESSED VALUE ELIGIBLE FOR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FROM $50,000 TO $75,000 OF THE FIRST $100,000 OF A HOME’S TAXABLE VALUE; requesting emergency passage upon INTRODUCTION; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA, PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA SENATE, SPEAKER OF THE FLORIDA HOUSE AND MEMBERS OF THE duval LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.



WHEREAS, the ad valorem tax is an annual tax levied by counties, municipalities, school districts and some special districts; and 



WHEREAS, local governments use ad valorem assessments to calculate property taxes that fund the local government’s annual fiscal budget and provide government services such as police, fire protection, libraries, garbage services, and use of parks to the taxpayers and the community at large; and


WHEREAS, all real property in Florida is assessed for ad valorem purposes based on its just value under the Florida Constitution; and


WHEREAS, the Florida Constitution provides that the taxable value about which local governments levy tax rates each year reflects the just value as reduced by the applicable exceptions and exemptions allowed by the Florida Constitution; and



WHEREAS, the Florida Constitution already provides one exemption on the first $25,000 of assessed value of a homestead property, which is exempt from all taxes; and



WHEREAS, another homestead exemption is available on the assessed value between $50,000 and $75,000, which is exempt from all taxes other than school district taxes; and 



WHEREAS, the House, through House Resolution 7105, and the Senate, through Senate Resolution 1774, propose to amend the Florida Constitution to increase by up to $25,000 the current homestead exemption from non-school property taxes by exempting the assessed value between $75,000 and up to $100,000; and



WHEREAS, the House of Representatives Staff Analysis to House Joint Resolution 7105 states that the Revenue Estimating Conference has determined that if approved by the voters, the proposed constitutional amendment could reduce non-school property tax revenues by $752.7 million statewide; and



WHEREAS, the Duval County Property Appraiser has estimated that the loss in revenue to Duval County if the proposed amendments were adopted would be approximately $36,630,499.01; and



WHEREAS, the detrimental impact of such reduction to local governments in ad valorem assessments would stifle their ability to provide even such basic services as police and fire protection; and



WHEREAS, the Florida Association of Counties, as well as numerous counties and municipalities, recognizing the negative impact which would result in a wholesale reduction in ad valorem assessments on the ability to provide basic services to residents and taxpayers, have come out in opposition to this pending legislation; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville also desires that the Legislature be advised of its position in opposition of House Joint Resolution 7105 and Senate Joint Resolution 1774; now therefore 



BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.


City Opposition.  The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the Florida legislature and Governor Rick Scott to oppose House Joint Resolution 7105 and Senate Joint Resolution 1774 proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article VII and the creation of a new section in Article XII of the State Constitution to increase the assessed value eligible for homestead exemption from $50,000 to $75,000 of the first $100,000 of a home’s taxable value.

Section 2. 

Requesting Emergency Passage Upon Introduction, Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage upon introduction of this resolution is requested, because the Florida legislature is in session and House Joint Resolution 7105 and Senate Joint Resolution 1774 were taken up in committees the week of April 3, 2017. Further action on the proposed legislation is expected to occur imminently.

Section 3.


Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House and members of the Duval Legislative Delegation.



Section 4. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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